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ACLU OF HAWAI’I CAMPAIGNS
• DECRIMINALIZING POVERTY 

○ End the use of houseless “sweeps”
○ Eliminate cash bail in favor of alternatives that do not lock folks up for lack of resources
○ Decriminalize low-level and quality of life offenses.

• REIMAGINING POLICING 
○ Educate the public about policing in Hawai‘i and why it needs to change.
○ Redirect funding to non-law enforcement solutions.
○ Increase police accountability and curb police abuse of power 
○ Build a coalition of individuals, organizations, and directly impacted people.
○ Create state cause of action against police for constitutional violations.

• SMART JUSTICE 
○ Achieve categorical use of the Governor’s clemency power in order to release: 

■ people who would serve a lesser sentence, if convicted under current laws; 
■ people convicted of drug distribution/possession offenses, regardless of underlying substance; 
■ people incarcerated for technical probation or parole violations;
■ kupuna

○ Create pathways and expand access to real, meaningful, successful, reentry support



LEGAL



LEGAL: 
Tamara Taylor vs. City and County of Honolulu, et al.



LEGAL: 
A.B., et al., vs. HI DOE and Oahu Interscholastic Association



POLICY
● Introductions
● Legislative 2022 Wrap-Up
● Legislative Priorities 2023
● Building Relationships, Community Empowerment and Transformation



Public Policy Advocacy Goals

• Work with law and policy makers to ensure the necessary statutes 
exist to protect our civil rights and civil liberties

• Co-build and sustain a movement to shift power and advance civil 
rights and liberties

• Long term relationship building, community empowerment and 
transformation



Legislative Priorities 2022

• Bail Reform (HB 1567)
• Probation and Parole Reform
• Clean Slate
• Appropriations for diversion, rehabilitation and re-entry
• Moratorium on building new jails and prisons 

➤ Budget Strategy 



Planning for new Oahu jail 
hits snag over state funding
https://tinyurl.com/starad

“Criminal justice reform continues to be a priority for 
the House,”  Luke said in her speech.

https://tinyurl.com/starad


2022 Legislative Victories

● Reentry – Diversion funding, Limited IDs, Restorative Justice Reentry 
Planning Circles, Minimum Release date, etc. 

● SB206 Relating to Rentals - Housing Discrimination Source of Income

● SB 2115 - Room Confinement for Youth

● Other: Department of Hawaiian Homelands $600 million in funding, 
menstrual equity bill, LGTBQ+ Commission, and defeated bad bills



Legislative Priorities 2023

POLICING DATA COLLECTION 
Police departments in all counties will be required to submit an annual report to the State Legislature and to each 
police departments’ website.  Data collected will include: traffic and pedestrian stops, arrests, use of force, 
misconduct, demographic information and other data points. Comprehensive and uniform data is integral towards 
advancing effective, transparent and accountable policing  responsive to communities served.

PRETRIAL FAIRNESS 
The proposed measure creates a presumption that a person charged with a crime will be released without 
conditions unless the State proves by clear and convincing evidence that detention is necessary to prevent flight 
from jurisdiction, specific danger to other individuals and/or obstruction of justice.

CLEAN SLATE
This measure will expand eligibility for expungement beyond arrests and limited number of offenses. It would 
require the State to create a system that automates record clearance and requires automatic clearance upon 
eligibility of the record. This would also include arrest records, misdemeanor records, and eligibility of limited 
felony records.



● Abortion Access
● Cannabis Decriminalization
● Driving Without a License 
● Elimination of Fines and Fees for Youth in the Juvenile System

WE ALSO SUPPORT:



Building Relationships

● Lawmakers and staff & state officials
● Hawai’i Correctional Systems Oversight Commission
● Transformative Justice Partners



The Power of Coalitions



Community Empowerment & Transformation

● Road to Restoration Clinic on Maui (Act 59)

● Partner with Maui County Bar Association, African 
American Lawyers Association, Speak Out & Up Law 
Firm, & Maui Reentry Hui



Community Consultation & Engagement

Policy Consultants - Dr. RaeDeen Keahiolalo and Liam Chinn



Community Education



FIELD ORGANIZING

What is Field’s Purpose?

• People Power
• Volunteer Action Network
• Centering Impacted People



FIELD:
2022 Legislative Highlights

• 650+ calls into target districts 
• 8800+ texts sent
• 1000+ action forms submitted = thousands of emails to 

lawmakers 
• These efforts led to some major wins: we blocked the 

release of $15 million for a new jail and helped secure 
funding for community-based organizations providing 
diversion, rehabilitation, and reentry support services



FIELD:
Re-Entry Summit







FIELD:
Redemption Campaign



GET INVOLVED

www.acluhi.org

OR EMAIL

office@acluhawaii.org



MAHALO!
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